The Planning Process Simplified
There are two separate stages:
1. Local Plan stage (this is what’s happening now) 
2. Planning Application stage (this comes later)
STAGE 1: LOCAL PLAN (we’ve just done this bit)
Step 1: Council asks for land suggestions
Step 2: Public comments (We’ve done this)
· Locals send objections/support 
Step 3: Council reviews everything (This is where we’re at right now)
Rochford council now:
· Looks at ALL sites 
· Reads objections 
· Decides which sites might be suitable 
They might:
· Reject the site
· Keep it in consideration
Step 4: Draft Local Plan is created
Council publishes a draft plan showing:
· Which land they want to allow for development 
If the site is included here, it’s a warning sign
If the site is not included here you can skip to STAGE 2 because IT IS A BIG WIN but not the end forever. The developers can wait and try again when a new local plan is put forward by the council even though it is more likely to be refused again

Step 5: Another round of public comments
· We can object AGAIN 
· This stage matters a LOT 
Step 6: Plan is checked by a government inspector
An independent inspector (via the Government Planning Inspectorate) reviews the plan.
They check:
· Is it fair? 
· Is it justified? 
· Did the council follow rules? 
Step 7: Final decision on the Local Plan
· Plan is either approved or changed  
If the land is NOT included here, it will be very hard to build on it later
If it IS included here there is a much higher chance of development
STAGE 2: PLANNING APPLICATION (this comes later)
This ONLY happens if:
· The land stays in the plan OR 
· Developers try their luck anyway (which shouldn’t be allowed but they can!!)
Step 8: Developer submits planning application
They formally apply to the council:
“We want to build houses here”


Step 9: Public consultation AGAIN
We’ll all get:
· Letters 
· Notices 
· Chance to object AGAIN 
This is our second big chance to fight it

Step 10: Council decides
Rochford council will:
· Reviews plans 
· Considers objections 
· Makes a decision 
And then approve or refuse
Step 11: If refused the developer can appeal
They can go back to the Planning Inspectorate and say:
“The council got it wrong”
Step 12: Final outcome
· Inspector agrees with the appeal, the development goes ahead 
· Inspector rejects the appeal, the project dies 
KEY THINGS TO UNDERSTAND
· Nothing is approved yet
We’re still early in the process 
· We will get more chances to object
(this is NOT our only shot) 
· Local Plan stage is VERY important
This is where big decisions are shaped 
SIMPLE SUMMARY
Right now:
· We’ve done Stage 1, Step 2 
· Council is somewhere around Step 3–4 
Next thing to watch for:
· Draft Local Plan publication
We’ll let you know when this arrives!!

